ABSOLUTE MONARCHY                    858

missing, and was very much displeased with those
who remained on their estates. Besides the nobles
went willingly; to show oneself in the dwelling of the
king was in itself an honor to which the bourgeois,
even the very richest among them, could not pretend
that he did not desire it. To be admitted to the
court was in itself sufficient proof of noble birth.
To stand "well at court" was the hope of sudden
wealth, for the only career open to a gentleman was
in the offices which the king bestowed, and the sole
means of obtaining them was to go and demand
them.

We hear of old courtiers who spent forty-five
years standing in the ante-chambers of the kings,
princes and ministers. Gentlemen quickly accustomed
themselves to look upon the court as the sole place of
sojourn, proper for a man of noble birth. To be sent
to one's estates was a disgrace. De Wardes, returning
to court after a long exile, said to Louis XIV.:
"Sire, when one is far away from Your Majesty, one
is not only unfortunate, one is ridiculous."

Therefore the palace was always full of gentlemen
and ladies soliciting the favor of a presentation to the
king. In order to be nearer to the court many families
had magnificent mansions constructed beside the pal-
ace of the king; Versailles became a city of 80,000
souls; the gentlemen who remained "in the city," that
is, in Paris, came continually to Versailles; the route
between the two cities was always covered with car-
riages.

The ensemble of the household of the king and his
visitors kept the old name of court; those who came